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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


Election Results Determined in 43 of 52 Seats 
AB090830 Paris AFP in French 1658 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Text] Bangui, 8 Aug (AFP) — Only one voter in two cast a ballot 
in the 31 July legislative elections in the CAR, according to the 
results announced Saturday by the National Monitoring Com- 
mission which is under the responsibility of the president of the 
Supreme Court. 


The figures made public show a participation rate of 50 percent, 
which is clearly lower than that registered during the constitu- 
tional referendum held in November 1986 (91 percent), which 
also elected General Andre Kolingba, president of the Republic. 


The 142 candidates, who were all members of the Central 
African Democratic Rally (RDC, the sole party), contested the 
52 seats to be filled. The commission has only announced the 
names of 43 elected candidates, because the results in the Vekaga 
Department are not yet known. 


This is the first time in almost 20 years that a parliament has 
been elected through direct universal franchise in the CAR. 


Congolese Delegation Ends Visit, Departs 
AB090850 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Text] The Congolese ministerial delegation that arrived in our 
country on 6 August flew back home yesterday afternoon. The 
delegation, which was led by Hilaire Mounthault, member of the 
PCT Political Bureau and minister of transport and civil aviation, 
discussed bilateral cooperation in the field of transportation with 
CAR transport officials. 


The CAR and Congolese delegations met yesterday morning in 
the conference hall of the Ministry of Transport and Civil 
Aviation. The two parties expressed great satisfaction with their 
discussions [words indistinct] in which the Congolese delegation’s 
visit took place. The CAR delegation was led by Pierre Gonifel- 
Gaibonanou. It also included the secretary of state for plan, 
economic, and financial! cooperation, [name indistinct], who 
represented the minister of commerce and industry. 


GABON 


Bongo Returns From U.S., Comments on Visit 
ABO91554 Libreville Africa No | in French 
1830 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] At 1530 loca! time this afternoon, the Air Gabon 747 
came to a stop on the tarmac of Libreville Airport. President 
Omar Bongo had returned to his country after a 9-day visit to 
the United States. The Gabonese head of state will never forget 
that trip. This is what he told reporters who interviewed him. 
Jean-Vallere Mbida Monza, our reporter, was among those who 
listened to President Omar Bongo’'s remarks. 
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{Begin Monza recording] | will say first of all that President 
Omar Bongo has rarely been so satisifed with a visit abroad. 
Admittedly, it is with a lot of apprehension that African countries 
are currently attempting a rapprochement with the Americans 
as they search for solutions to their numerous financial! problems. 
The Americans have always made it clear that they will only heed 
the appeals of countries that manage their finances well. 


President Omar Bongo, whose country does not fali within that 
category, probably went to the United States with some appre- 
hension, nevertheless. However, if he had such fears, they turned 
out to be groundless, for when he arrived in the United States, 
he was surprised at the befitting welcome he received and with 
the appropriate measures that were taken to ensure a successful 
visit. This was evident, for example, in the field of telecommuni- 
cations, a sector on which Gabon puts much emphasis, with the 
aim of improving communication between Gabonese citizens and 
promoting national unity, one of President Omar Bongo’s pri- 
mary goals. In this field, a bank, (Ugine) Bank, will participate 
in the installation of cellular telephones in Gabon, that is, mobile 
telephones, and in the construction of a second earth station, 
probably at Franceville, in southeastern Gabon. 


Defense issues were also discussed and grants obtained for 
equipping the Gabonese Air Force. The IMF also met President 
Omar Bongo’s expectations. Through the IMF, some American 
and French banks will lend Gabon at least $50 million. In 
addition, President Bongo obtained a state-to-state loan that will 
be paid in installments for each project. 


However, although these achievements are positive and made the 
trip a worthwhile one, President Omar Bongo emphasized at 
Libreville Airport this afternoon that the most important 
achievement was Gabon’s return to the World Bank. The reasons 
behind Gabon’s withdrawal are known, the major one beir 2 the 
World Bank's refusal to participate in financing the Trans- 
Gabon Railway. A long period of disagreement is now over. [end 
recording | 


{Begin Bongo recording} We are once more eligible for aid. 
Gabon can now receive aid from the World Bank. After the 
agreement between Gabon and the World Bank is signed in 
October, the World Bank will begin participation as of January 
1988 in the structural adjustment program we have proposed. It 
is important to note that the World Bank will not have any 
problems in implementing a long-term program here in Gabon. 
[end recording] 


[Begin Monza recording] In regard to President Omar Bongo’s 
visit to the United States, there are few areas in which Gabon 
did not obtain satisfaction. The oil companies of Texas, which 
engage in activities other than oil, had a rea! surprise in store for 
the Gabonese head of state. These companies, which are already 
present in Gabon, will also conduct feasibility studies on the 
promotion of the agricultura! sector in Gabon. This is obviously 
a big step on the way to our ultimate goal, achieving self- 
sufficiency in food production. [passage omitted] 


Although we did not want to bother President Omar Bongo with 
too many questions, especially after such a long visit to the United 
States, the Gabonese head of state nevertheless took the opportu- 
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nity to express his views on some international issues and on 
current problems in Africa. He discussed Chad. Asked whether 
he intended to go back on his decision to withdraw from the 
chairmanship of the OAU ad hoc committee on the Chad-Libya 
border conflict, he said he would indeed revoke his decision since 
the current OAU chairman, Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda, had asked him to once again chair that committee. The 
committee will now include heads of state, unlike the previous 
committee, which was merely a ministerial committee chaired by 
President Omar Bongo. 


The Gabonese head of state's reply to President Kaunda was very 
simple. He said: Very well, | can chair the new committee, but 
on the condition that the Libyan head of state, President Mu'am- 
mar al-Qadhdhafi, stop jeopardizing the efforts of African coun- 
tries, and on the condition that he henceforth attend all meetings 
convened by the committee. [end recording] 


ZAIRE 


Mobutu Dissolves Nine State Enterp. ises 
ABO91952 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1520 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, 8 Aug [Date as received](AZAP) — Marshal 
Mobutu Sese Seko, MPR founding-chairman and president of 
the Republic, today signed two decrees dissolving nine state 
enterprises. According to Decree No. 87-278 of 8 August 1987, 
the International Trade Center of Zaire (CCIZ), the Zairian 
Institute of Management (IZAM), and the National Housing 
Corporation (ONL) have been dissolved. 


As for Decree No. 87-279, it puts an end to the existence of the 
National Savings and Real Estate Credit Fund (CNECI), the 
National Fishing Corporation (ONP), the National Foodstuffs 
Promotion Corporation (ONPV), Solidus [expansion unknown], 
the Kinshasa Transport Company (STK), and Siderna [expansion 
unknown]. [passage omitied] 


Mobutu Receives France’s Michel Rocard 4 Aug 
ABO71352 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1725 GMT 5 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] Kinshasa, 5 Aug (AZAP) — Michel Rocard, a former 
socialist minister and candidate for the forthcoming 1988 
presidential election in France, spoke yesterday in Kinshasa 
about the uncertainty hanging over the future of the North-South 
dialogue due to the attitude of certain rich countries such as 
Japan, the United States, the FRG, and Great Britain which 
“have adopted an international financial policy which, in fact, 
blocks growth.” He expressed the belief that we must change this 
mentality of “restrictive thinking” and set up an alliance between 
the rich or developed countries which would establish better 
North-South relations through the promotion of a more just 
policy of prices for raw materials and a more just solution to the 
debt problem, in full agreement with the developing countries. 
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Mr Rocard made these statements at the Tshatshi Camp follow- 
ing a dinner party given in his honor by the presidential couple. 
[passage omitted] 


He pointed out that during an audience prior to the dinner party 
and during the dinner itself, he and Marshal Mobutu discussed 
this cooperation and also reviewed political problems of the 
African Continent, in particular Angola and Chad. [passage 
omitted} 


Military Exercise Near Lubumbashi Ends 29 Jul 
ABO7 2107 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
1325-GMT 4 Aug 87 


[Text] Lubumbashi, 4 Aug (AZAP) — The military maneuver 
codenamed “Sukula,” organized by the 21st “Leopard” Infantry 
Brigade, ended on 29 July. The closing ceremony was chaired by 
the chairman of the regional branch of the MPR and commander 
of the Ist military region, Brigadier General Mosala-Mondjia. 
The “Sukula” maneuver, which took place in the former mining 
area, L’Etoile, had two objectives. namely, to practice, in the 
field, techniques of attacking and clearing out a village, and 
second, to practice leadership techniques studied during training 
sessions. 


These tactical exercises were divided into four sessions, high- 
lighted by fierce fights during which the enemy, reinforced by 
foreign elements, occupied Lubumbashi and the airport. The 
brigade assembled to the east of Luano (Kasenga Road) and in 
the villages east of Ruashi for a counterattack. The brigade 
finally succeeded in repelling the enemy. 


Gen Mosala was satisfied with the high level of execution dem- 
onstrated by the elements of this “Leopard” Infantry Brigade. 
At the closing ceremony several dignitaries were present, includ- 
ing Citizen Basembe Emina, the Lubumbashi urban commis- 
sioner; Lokiyo Lianza, staff technical colonel; Colonel Babua, 
commander of the Kasapa training center; and Colonel Lukuma 
Musikami, commander of the 21st Brigade. 


Sudanese Refugees Flee to Border Town 
ABO71506 Dakar PANA French 1345 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] Isiro, (Zaire), 7 Aug(AZAP/PANA) — Following attacks 
by the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army, the armed opposition 
to the Khartoum regime led by Colonel John Garang, many 
Sudanese people living in areas bordering Zaire took refuge in 
Aba, a Zairia. town located at the border with Sudan, about 500 
km from the town of Isiro. 


According to information disclosed by regional authorities, Aba 
is today giving shelter to some 78 refugees, including 22 women 
and 37 children. 
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ETHIOPIA 


DPRK Foreign Minister Ends Visit, Departs 
EA071903 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] Comrade Kim Yong-nam, member of the Politburo of the 
Workers Party of Korea Central Committee, vice premier and 
foreign minister of the DPRK, left for Pyongyang today after 
visiting various places in revolutionary Ethiopia and holding talks 
on bilateral issues. 


In a statement he made before departure, Comrade Kim Yong- 
nam, said that during his visits to various places he was able to 
see for himself the great achievements by the broad masses of 
Ethiopia as a result of their activities in various fields under the 
leadership of the WPE and the revolutionary government. In his 
statement, Comrade Kim Yong-Nam pointed out that the unre- 
served efforts being made in construction are a clear indication 
of the people’s determination to build a new society. He expressed 
confidence that they would achieve even greater results in over- 
coming the temporary drought problem. He said that the present 
struggle to establish the Peoples Democratic Republic of Ethi- 
opia is another important victory for the revolution, to be added 
to those achieved so far. 


SOMALIA 


‘Bright Star’ Exercises Termed ‘Success’ 
EA091450 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 8 Aug 87 


{Radio Forum” program; station commentary on joint 
U.S.-SDR military exercise “Bright Star” held in Somalia] 


[Text] As you are already aware, a joint military exercise has 
been taking plece in some areas of the SDR. The places in 
question are Berbera in the northwest, Caluula, and Mogadishu 
and its environs, particularly Uenla Uen District in lower Scebeli, 
where the Somali Air Force has a base. 


On Thursday (?the Air Force) demonstrated the highly modern 
techniques and equipment used by paratroopers. The latest 
equipment used by paratroopers was on display. The para- 
troopers aiso simulated attacks, demonstrating how they can 
launch swift assav .s on an enemy and defeat it. Many military 
leaders who attended the demonstration, including the first 
deputy defense minister, were highly impressed by the quality of 
the exercise. Others who watched the exercise included represen- 
tatives of some friendly foreign missions based in Somalia, and 
some military attaches. 


All those who observed the exercise were very pleased with the 
joint maneuvers of the two forces. The units involved dem- 
onstrated that any force which dares to confront them will easily 
and surely be defeated and repulsed. They also proved that the 
SDR force is a force which can be relied upon. 
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: ta reception held at Guled Hotel at the end of the exercise the 
military leaders, in particular the first deputy defense minister, 
said that the purpose of the exercise was achieved successfully 
and that the SDR forces learned how to use the latest military 
hardware, especially hardware now in Somalia. 


The first deputy defense minister said that both forces gained 
tremendously from the maneuvers, adding that the exercise 
would play a significant role in strengthening military cooper- 
ation between the two forces. He also said that the exercise would 
forge closer cooperation Setween the people of the United States 
and Somalia. 


The reception was attended by commanders of the SDR forces 
and advisers to various units of the SDR Armed Forces. The U S. 
ambassador in the SDR also spoke at the reception. He said tha: 
the joint military maneuvers are a clear indication that 
U.S.-SDR relations are being strengthened, particularly in the 
military sphere. At the reception the envoy thanked officials of 
the SDR Defense Ministry for ensuring that the exercise was 
successful. 


Radio Rejects Ethiopian Criticism 
EA092115 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Text] The recent joint military exercises by the SDR and the 
United States were not meant to harm any country. That is the 
topic of our commentary read by Ibrahim Hasan Muhammad: 


The SDR is an active member of international organizations such 
as the United Nations, the Islamic Conference Organization, the 
Nonaligned Movement, the Arab League, the OAU and several 
regional organizations, all of whose tenets are based on the 
maintenance of world peace, the safeguarding of freedom and 
the sovereignty of individual countries as well refraining from 
interfering with the internal affairs of other countries. The SDR 
is recognized for abiding by the tenets of international and 
regional organizations and for constantly working for the realiza- 
tion of the ideals of these organizations, the achievement of world 
peace and balanced economies, the safeguarding of the freedom 
of independent countries and the proper implementation of the 
principle of self-determination for people still under colonialism. 


It is worthy of note that the principle of noninterference in the 
internal affairs of other countries is one of the principles that 
forms the backbone of the aforementioned international and 
regional organizations. It is therefore surprising that Ethiopia 
has broadcast a commentary critical of the recent joint military 
exercises by Somalia and the United States. The joint military 
exercises by the SDR and the United States was nothing new and 
they were not meant to harm another country. It is a recognized 
fact there are no foreign bases in the SDR. It is therefore strange 
that countries known to harbor troops brought from distant 
continents such as Europe and Latin America should be critical 
of activities that do not harm them and are none of their business. 


The SDR, which is guided by the principles of peaceful coexis- 
tence, solving existing problems through negotiations and th 
right of peoples to self-determination, does not indu!ge in inter- 
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fering in the internal affairs of other countries. Similarly, it will 
not accept another country’s interference in its internal affairs. 
That is the end of our commentary. 


Radio Halgan Notes Opposition 
EA091644 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Text] The current U.S. military exercises in Somalia have been 
condemned not only by the Somali people but also by the whole 
world. The U.S. exercises were also condemned by the Somali 
opposition movements, particularly the SNM [Somali National 
Movement], as was announced by the BBC yesterday and last 
night. However, they were also opposed by all Somali opposition 
movements. 


Many Somalis opposed to the exercises have been jailed in 
Mogadishu. The exercises have been condemned by such coun- 
tries as those in the Gulf, the Arab world, and the PDRY an 
Ethiopia, which see the exercise as something which could cause 
instability and jeopardize world peace. 


Radio Halgan on Nuclear fhreat 
EA070931 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 6 Aug 87 


[Text] Reports from Mogadishu say that ships armed with 
nuclear weapons are taking part in the U.S. military exercise in 
Somalia. A Radio Halgan correspondent in Mogadishu says 
three ships carrying highly dangerous nuclear weapons are par- 
ticipating in the U.S. military exercise in Somalia. This poses a 
great threat to world peace and stability. 


The reports add that many people have been arrested in Moga- 
dishu on the grounds that they are opposed to this exercise, which 
is an invasion of their country. The reports also say that this 
exercise which is supposed to last a week, is being extended. The 
pretext given by the Siad Barre regime and the U.S. Government 
is that the U.S. forces need to stay on in Somalia for a rest period. 


Radio Halgan Updates Gedbalad Attack Figures 
EA072153 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] Here is a report on last month's attack by Somali National 
Movement [SNM] fighters on the regime's soldiers at Gedbalad, 
in which losses were inflicted on the enemy. Our correspondent 
in the northwestern region says that in this attack 148 enemy 
officers and men were killed and 258 were wounded. SNM 
fighters destroyed | Toyota, 3 armored cars, 2 tanks, and | 
jeep-mounted 106-mm gun; 19 rifles were captured; 16 SNM 
fighters were martyred; and 20 others were injured. The SNM 
lost a Toyota and an armored car. 
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UGANDA 


Museveni Receives French African Affairs Adviser 
EA070943 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1900 GMT 6 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Mr Jean-Christophe Mitterrand, adviser to President 
Francois Mitterrand of France of African affairs, has held talks 
with President Yoweri Museveni at State House, Entebbe. The 
envoy is on a 2-day visit to Uganda. 


During the meeting, President Museveni and Mr Mitterrand 
discussed matters related to cooperation between their two coun- 
tries. The president thanked the French Government for the help 
they have extended in the tsetse fly control program. Mr Muse- 
veni also asked Mr Mitterrand to convey to Mrs Mitterrand, wife 
of the French president, a message of appreciation for the role 
she played in arranging the Dakar meeting between black and 
white South Africans recently. The president pointed out that it 
is important that the barrier of racism is broken. He also thanked 
Mrs Mitterrand for her program on AIDS, through which she 
wants to extend help to fight against AIDS in Uganda. [passage 
omitted} 


Soviet Trade Delegation Meets Industry Officials 
EA071110 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 6 Aug 87 


[Text] Continuing talks with members of the business community 
and government officials, the visiting Soviet trade delegation has 
met representatives of the Uganda small-scale industries associ- 
ation. The meeting took place at the headquarters of the Ministry 
of Commerce in Kampala. The chairman of the association, Mr 
(Waswa), informed the delegation that his members are inter- 
ested in technology transfer to Uganda in order to change the 
present position whereby Uganda is classified among the under- 
developed countries. 


The Soviet delegation observed that most of the small-scale and 
medium-scale industries need modern equipment to improve the 
productive capacity. There was also need to establish assembly 
lines which the Soviet Union could supply on commercial! terms. 
The Soviet delegation expressed readiness to supply mobile diesel 
power stations which could be used for industria! purposes in 
small towns with no electricity. Water pumps of various sizes 
could also be supplied for sirnilar use as well as meeting social 
needs. 


The delegation has already visited (Sembule) steelworks at (Nalk- 
olongo) on Masaka Road and Uganda Motors Ltd in Kampala. 
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Union Claims 340,000 Walk Out as Strike Begins 


NUM Seeks Pre-Strike Guarantees 
MB061735 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1725 GMT 6 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 6 SAPA — The National Union of 
Mineworkers today sent a letter to the Chamber of Mines 
requesting them to obtain undertakings from their affiliates 
regarding the forthcoming strike. The NUM asked that chamber 
affiliates ensure that food not be withheld from workers, and that 
violence not be used in an attempt to break the strike. 


The letter from the NUM's general-secretary, Mr Cyril 
Ramaphosa, said the union believed that some or all the cham- 
ber’s members intended to deprive NUM members of food 
during the strike or charge them for the cost of food and accom- 
modation. “We believe that this would be a breach of the 
applicable contracts ynd also an unfair labour practice,” the 
letter said. 


The NUM also said that previously attempts had been made to 
break strikes by violent, unlawful, or improper means, including 
acts of physical violence by mine security personnel and the 
authorities, and threats and intimidation by mine management. 
“We are very concerned that there will be a repetition of this 
conduct in the forthcoming strike.” 


The NUM called on the chamber members to give the following 
undertakings: 


— “That they will provide our members with food of the usual 
standard and accommodation for the duration of the strike and 
that no charge whatever will be made for this; 


— “That there will be no restriction on the normal freedom of 
movement of our members, and in particular that no roadblocks 
will be erected on the premises; 


— “That uxion officials be allowed their normal rights of access 
throughout the strike; 


— “That mine security personne! will not enter the hostels unless 
accompanied by a person nominated by the union head office; 


— “That the South African Police or security forces will not be 
invited onto mine premises without prior consultation with and 
the consent of the union head office. If the po'ice or security 
forces should enter the premises on their own in.tiative, then the 
mine management will notify the union head office immediately; 


— “That any complaint concerning a breach of these undertak- 
ings shall be submitted to urgent arbitration by an arbitrator 
appointed by agreement between the parties or, failing such 
agreement, appointed hy the directur of Independent Mediation 
Service of South Africa (IMSSA).” 
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The union added: “Because of the urgency of this matter we 
require the respective undertakings to be given by not later than 
8pm today.” 


According to a spokesman for the Chamber of Mines, the cham- 
ber’s general manager, Mr Peter Bosman, sent the following 
reply to the NUM: 


“At 14h5S0 today I received your letter and your Telex asking for 
a number of undertakings form certain members of the chamber 
by 20h00 today. It is impossible for me to consult the chamber 
members concerned in the unreasonably short time that you have 
given me but I shall contact them without delay and respond to 
your request as soon as I am able to do so.” 


The spokesman added a further statement by the chamber would 
be issued tomorrow. 


Chamber Responds to NUM Request 
MBO071915 Johannesburg SAPA In English 
1740 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 7 SAPA — The Chamber of Mines 
today told the National Union of Mineworkers that it would 
protect its employees who wanted to work and asked the union 
to evolve a code of conduct to eliminate violence on the mines. 


The chamber’s general manager, Mr Peter Bosman, was replying 
to a letter sent to the chamber yesterday by the NUM general 
secretary, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, in which he asked that the 
miners, set to strike on Sunday, be fed and that violence not be 
used against them. 


The Chamber said it regretted the NUM decision to strike and 
said it doubted on whether the union “genuinely wished to evolve 
a code of conduct for maintaining peace and order on the mines 
or whether it was embarked on a propaganda exercise.” It 
appealed to the NUM to “call earnestly” on its members “not to 
resort to violence, threats or intimidation in the days that lie 
ahead.” 


Dealing with the requests in the NUM letter the chamber said: 


— mine managements and mine security personnel do not initiate 
violence and do not use violence to prevent or break strikes, 


— mine security personnel are called in only when there is a 
threat of injury or intimidation to er-oloyees or of damage to 
property; and 


— the South African Police are not called in by mine manage- 
ments to prevent or break strikes. They are called in only as a 
last resort and where violence has erupted and the ‘nine security 
personel! assess it to be beyond their capabilities to control. 


It said large numbers of employees had “intimated” that they 
were satisfied with the wage increases they received from July | 
and did not wish to participate in the strike. “Mine managements 
will not tolerate violenc: being used to intimidate those who ¢o 
wish to work and will protect them.” 
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“None of the chamber members concerned has suggested with- 
drawing food and accommodation from members cf your union 
who are on strike,” the statement said but added that when an 
employee strikes he “does not perform his contractual obligations 
and the employer is therefore not obliged to pay him in cash or 
in kind for the period he is on strike and would be fully entitled 
to recover the cost of food and accommodation provided.” Doing 
so would in our view not constitute an unfair labour practice, the 
chamber’s letter said. 


COSATU Rejects Government Interference 
MB081820 Joharnesburg SAPA in English 
1541 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 8, SAPA — The Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) has warned that direct state 
intervention in the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
strike due to start tomorrow could lead to strike action involving 
every COSATU affiliate. The warning follows a meeting of 
COSATU’S Centra! Executive Committee [CEC] meeting this 
morning. The NUM delegation at the meeting said it feared 
“massive repressive action” by both the government and mine 
security during their wage strike due to start on Monday. 


“During the last national strike in 1984, 10 mineworkers were 
killed and many injured. For this reason support from other 
COSATU affiliates is crucial,” the CEC was told. 


Meanwhile, solidarity action by COSATL could include: 


— Strike ballots, especially in companies linked in some way to 
the Chamber of Mines. 


— Union shop stewards pressuring managements into persuad- 
ing the chamber to negotiate and pay higher wages. 


Individual! unions have also indicated that they are watching the 
response of the chamber to NUM demands that management 
undertakes not to cut off water and food supplies to mine hostels 
and that no security action be taken against workers in hostels 
without NUM's prior knowledge. 


“Intransigence on the part of the chamber and a prolonged strike 
will become a major test for COSATU itself,” COSATU said in 
a statement released after the meeting. “We see the NUM strike, 
along with the wage of wage strikers in other sectors, as a high 
point in the living wage campaign.” 


At the launch of the campaign COSATU warned that “manage- 
nient's commitment to poverty wages in the face of the ever-rising 
cost of living” would lead to widespread conflict. “Employers, 
like the Chamber of Mines and other national monopolies, are 
making record profits yet they persistently and unashamedly 
continue to force down the real wages of the workers. 


“Furthermore, workers are becoming increasingly frustrated by 
the government using its powers to support the injustice of 
management,” ihe statement said. The living wage campaign 
demands include: 
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— A living wage. 
— A 40 hour week without loss of pay. 


— May Day, June 16 and Sharpeviiie Day as paid public 
holidays. 


— An end to tax deductions. 

— Job security. 

— Decent family housing near places of work. 
— Decent education and training. 

— A minimum of six months maternity leave. 


COSATU affiliates are due to meet at least weekly to review the 
miners strike. Details of solidarity action is expected to be 
released by COSATU head office. 


NUM Condemns ‘Ltisinformation’ Effort 
MBO091818 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1751 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg, Aug 9, SAPA — The situation on most 
South African gold and coal mines was “quiet but tense” this 
evening as National Union of Mineworkers prepare to begin a 
navionwide strike tonight. There have been reports of detentions 
from two mines in the western Transvaal, but these could not be 
immediately confirmed. the NUM'’s national education coordi- 
nator, Mr Howard Gabriels, said three people had been detained 
at Vaal Peefs South and five at the Buffelsfontein Gold Mine. 
Both are near Klerksdorp. 


Mr Gabriels said that pamphlets had been distributed on NUM 
stationery informing workes that the union had “decided not to 
go ahead with the proposcd strike.” The letter was distributed to 
miners on mines in the western Transvaal. The NUM stated that 
the pamphlet — in Sotho, Xhosa and English — had nothing to 
do with it and the strike was to go ahead. 


A spokesman for the Chamber of Mines said tonight that he had 
heard of the distribution of the pamphlets, but did not know who 
was responsible. A spokesman for Anglo American said his 
company was not responsible for the printing and distribution of 
the letters. 


The NUM on Friday told the miners to go home and to wait until 
the strike was over. It said arrangements had been made to 
transport the workers but would not elaborate. Migrant workers 
from the homelands ‘: and near South Africa are to be 
transported home by tne union, and the situation of those from 
Mozambique and Malawi was still being discussed, Mr Gabriels 
said. 


Management on a number of mines have appealed in letters to 
workers not to go ahead with the strike and not to leave mine 
property. One of the letters, from Anglo American's Western 
Deep Levels, asked the workers how the NUM would call them 
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back from their homes when the strike was over. It also said the 
company would “get in other workers” to do their jobs. “At some 
point it may be necessary to dismiss you, so that if you do go home 
there is no guarantee that if the strike goes on more than a few 
days that you will be able to come back,” the letter said. It added 
that the workers who chose to go home should take all their 
belongings with them as they would be removed from the hostels 
and stored but “they may be damaged and stolen.” 


NUM officials bave been meeting at the union's Johannesburg 
offices all day aid all are prepared for a “long night and day 
tomorrow,” Mr Gabriels said. [passage omitted] 


Strike Begins With Minor Incidents 
MB!00425 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2106 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 9 SAPA — Early indications from the 
Sunday night shift are that the NUM strike has been effective 
in many, but not all, of Anglo American Corporation- 
administered Gold Mines, Anglo told SAPA tonight. 


“The degree of strike action on gold mines varies from mine to 
mine and from shaft to shaft,” Mr R (Bob) M Godseli, a 
spokesman for the corporation said. 


“It must be remembered that the Sunday night shift represents 
only 10 per cent of the total workforce on these mines and 
therefore it is too soon to comment on the possible effect on 


production. 


“Most of the mines are quiet but at two shafts there have been 
incidents of intimidation,” he said. 


At one shaft, NUM officials allegedly took over a kitchen while 
at another they locked a hostel gate to prevent workers from 
going to work. 


Responding to NUM allegations that at Vaal Reefs South 3 
NUM shaft stewards had been arrested and that at Vaa! Reefs 
Number 8 shaft mine security had tried to force employees to 
work, Mr Godsell said that he was not aware of any shaft 
stewards being arrested and that allegations about mine security 
were “completely unfounded.” 


“Management is committed to protecting both those who wish to 
work as well as those who stay in hostels.” 


He added that it appeared at this stage that very few employees 
had responded to the NUM's call that workers return to their 
homes during the strike. 


He added that a clearer picture of the situation would be avail- 
able tomorrow. 
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AAC Reports ‘Extensive’ Strike 
MB100648 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0630 GMT 10 Aug 8&7 


[Text][No dateline as received} Early indications were that there 
was extensive strike action at gold mines administered by the 
Anglo American Corporation [AAC | and “significant participa- 
tion” at the corporations collicries, especially in the Witbank 
areas, a spokesman for AAC said in a statement to SAPA this 


morning 


The spokesman said there had been incidents of intimidation at 
some mines and at one stage an outbreak of violence between 
strikers and those wishing to work had resulted in six workers 
being injured, two of them seriously 


At a hostel NUM officials had taken over a kitchen. Elsewhere 
there had been interference with norma! access to shafts, hostels 


and change rooms. 


NUM: 340,000 Strike 44 Mines 
MBI101153 Johannesburg SAP A in English 
1148 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 10 SAPA — At least 340,000 workers 
on coal and gold mines are on strike, the secretary general of the 
National Union of Mineworkers, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, said at 
a press conference in Johannesburg at !unchtime today. 


He said 44 mines had been closed by the strike 


— Mr Ramaphosa said the striking miners were very disciplined 
but he alleged the order of the strike, which started last night, 
had been marred by “a series of manageraent and mine security 
actions in an attempt to break the strike Among the allegations 
were: 


— The arrests of union members involvec in the organisation of 
the strike. There were three at Buffelsfontein gold mine, two at 
Randfontein Estates, one at Bracken and three at Vaal Reefs; 


— Attacks on workers including the injury of a worker at the 
Lorraine gold mine in the Free State after mine securi*y fired 
rubber dwiiets, birdshot and teargas. 


— Raids on the NUM offices in Westonaria and Klerksdorp last 
night; and 


— Forcing workers underground at gunpoint at Vaa! Reef's 
Nun ber 8 shaft under the pretext that other workers wanted to 
go underground and required protection 


Mr Ramaphosa said workers at Harmony Gold Mine were 
involved in a sit-in strike after management “forced them to go 
underground 


He said the regions affected by the strike included Klerksdorp, 
Carletonville, Wes. »naria, Secunda, Witbank, the Witwaters- 
rand and the Free State. 
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So far independent confirmation of the union's claims of intimi- 
dation and arrests had been unavailable. 


The Chamber of Mines, with whom the NUM are in dispute, 
have not issued any statement on the strike since its start last 
night. 


The Nationa! Union of Mineworkers called the strike over the 
chamber’s refusal to meet a 30 per cent increase in workers’ 
wages. 


Mr Ramaphosa said so far no moves had been made to negotiate 
an end to the strike and added that it was up to the chamber to 
contact the NUM. “We have mac* all the approaches a reason- 
able union would make,” he said, adding that the chamber knew 
how to get in touch with the vnion “although our telephones have 
been cut off. They could send us a Telex or a letter.” 


He said that workers on the mines were preparing to leave the 
mines for their homes until the union called them back once the 
strike was over. The union said some workers at JCI’: [Johannes- 
burg Consolidated Industries] Randfontein Estates had packed 
up and left the mine last night. JCI today confirmec that “a 
number of Mozambican workers had terminated their employ- 
ment” and left. 


Mr Ramaphosa said arrangements had been made to get striking 
miners home from mines in the Free State, western Transvaal 
anu the Secunda area. “Bus companies and taxi associations have 
been contacted and they are standing by to remove our workers 
at short notice,” he said. 


When asked what advice he had to stockholders in South African 
gold and coal mines, Mr Ramaphosa replied: “My advice to 
them is to vote out the boards of directors of those companies 
because they have made an absolute mess running these compan- 
ies. 


One of the reasons given for the NUM'’s call on the miners to 
return home was the possibility that the strikers would not be fed 
or be charged for food and accommodation. 


According to Mr Ramaphoss, in contracts of employment signed 
by the mineworkers the mine would not feed or house miners free 
if they absented themselves for no valid reason. “We have taken 
legal advice and it shows that a legal strike is a valid reason,” he 
said. As far as feeding the ininers, if food is withheld or charged 
for, Mr Ramaphosa said members of the union's strike commit- 
tees had approached shopkeepers who had indicated their will- 
ingness to provide the men with food. 


He said the union had been battling to get access to some of the 
mines but “attempts had proved futile...because of the erection 
of roadblocks” in some areas. 
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Gold‘ields Mines ‘Operating Normally’ 
MB100956 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0951 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 10 SAPA — Normal absentee rates 
were reflected at the morning shift on mines in the Goldfields 
group of companies, a company statement said tcday. 


The statement said that at |! am all mines in the group were 
“operating normally” and therefore were not affected by the call 
for a nationwide strike by the National Union of Mineworkers. 


NUM, Chamber Figures Conflict 
MB101219 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1200 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text] The National Union of Mineworkers says about 350,000 
miners are now out on strike. The NUM has accused police of 
forcing some miners underground in an attempt to break the 
massive work stoppage. David O'Sullivan reports: 


[Begin O'Sullivan recording] Strike leaaer Cyril Ramaphosa says 
44 mines country-wide have been completely shut down, and that 
two of these mines were not connected to the union. He says 
peaceful strike action is being marred by polic: action at some 
mines. He says miners have been forced underground at gun- 
point. Those workers have apparently staged a sit-in under- 
ground. Ramaphosa says the union has been intimidated, office 
telephone lines have been cut, and a union attorney in Klerksdorp 
has received death threats. He repeated 10 unionists have been 
detained by police. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the Chamber of Mines has released its figures on the 
strike, and they are considerably less than those of the union. The 
chamber says about |80,000 men have stopped work on a third 
of South African mines. 


AAC on Viclence, ‘Intimidation’ 
MB101221 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1210 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text]|No dateline as received] The management of AAC [Anglo 
American Corporation] gold and uranium division has expressed 
its concern at incidents of violence and intimidation against 
employees who wish to continue working. 


In a statement to SAPA today it said that since the start of the 
strike last night, there have been three serious incidents of 
violence, one resulting in six workers be‘ng injured. 


Workers were assaulted, intimidated and prevented by strikers 
from going underground at Vaal Reefs No 9 shaft, and in the 
resulting clashes six workers were injured. Mine security was 
forced to use ear smoke and rubber bullets to disperse intimida- 
tors. 


Also at No 9 shaft, mine security were attacked this morning 
while removing a petrol bomb found in the hostel. Tear smok< 
and rubber bullets had to be used. 
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In two separate incidents at the mines No 8 shaft hostel, mine 
security personnel escorting workers to work were stoned by 
intimidators and were forced to retaliate with rubber bullets. 


Elsewhere there had been interference with normal access to 
shafts, hostels and change rooms. 


“Management repeats its call to NUM strike committees to 
ensure that employees who wish to continues w_zking are not 
intimidated,” the statement said. 


BBC Imerviews NUM’'s Ramaphosa 
MB100849 London BBC World Service in English 
0709 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[From the “24 Hours” program] 


[Text{ We begin with the black mine workers strike in South 
Africa about paying conditions. Well, it is the country’s biggest 
ever legal strike. Although the precise number of those involved 
is not clear, the leader of the mine workers union, NUM, Cyril 
Rai..aphosa, claims that 280,000 men have joined the stoppage 
so far. The union has ordered their members to leave for their 
homes far away from the mines. The aim seems to be to show the 
employers that they are in for a long-drawn-out dispute unless 
they give in to their demands. A short while ago, Sue McGregor 
spoke to Mr Ramaphosa in South Africa. She put it to him that 
if the number of miners who have stayed away is as large as he 
claims, then he must feel that the call for strike action has been 
successful. 


{Begin recording]{Ramaphosaj Yes, we are quite happy with the 
turnout of our members and normembers in support of the strike. 
We have got 280,000 workers in 42 gold and coal mines. We are 
expecting that other mines will join the strike during the course 
of today and tomorrow. 


[McGregor] Are you aiming for a complete shutdown of the 
South African mining system? 


{[Ramaphosa] Given that the Chamber of Mines has refused to 
accede to our demands, that is what we aim to do — to shut down 
the industry so that they can see that we mean business, and that 
our membc-s want to have an improvement to their wages and 
conditions of employment which they are extremely unhappy 
about. 


{McGregor] No-v, obviously, this would damage the South Afri- 
can economy if there was a complete shutdown and presumably 
would also damage the prospects of your members in the short 
term? 


{Ramaphosa] Yes, you are correct in the short term, Ut our 
members are quite prepared and willing to make the sacrifice for 
long-term purposes. The couitry will be hurt because foreign 
exchange is invoived here. The regime will also be hurt because 
politically, they regard the strike as not necessary, but our 
members have to pursue their claims until we have won. 


| McGregor] Are you not concerned, though, that the government 
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may well change its mind about the legality of the black trade 
unions movement and move in with heavy penalties or, indeed, 
other measures against you? 


{[Ramaphosa] ! think the government is going to find it very 
difficult to do that, in that our union and other unions in this 
country have followed the law to its letter. We have gone through 
the due process of the law in terms of negotiating with the 
employers, and thereafter going to the Conciliation Board, which 
is a government institution, and having reached deadlock there, 
we are exercising our legal right to be on the strike. So, the 
government at present is talking about taking action against 
unions that are overtly political as well as unions that engage in 
illegal strike action. If the government does that, so be it. 


[“{cGregor] You have asked your members to avoid violence. Are 
you confident that you will be able to continue with that request 
to them? 


{[Ramaphosa] In the strike rules, we said there should be no 
intimidation, no violence at all from our members side. 


[McGregor] You foresee this as being quite a long-term strike? 


[Ramaphosa] We see it going on until we have won. [end record- 
ing] 


Well, to find out how the employers are reacting to the strike, we 
turned to the Anglo American Corporation, South Africa's most 
prominent mining concern. On the line to Johannesburg, John 
Hooper asked their spokesman, Bob Gousell, whether the striking 
mine workers could expect to keep their jobs. 


{Begin recording] [Godsell] It does, of course, depend on how long 
the strike carries on for. In any strike situation, a moment can be 
reached where the economic survival of the enterprise is at risk 
and at that moment in time, a prospect occurs of ending an 
employment lationship and hiring a new work force, but that 
is certainly mot something that we are thinking about at this stage 
at all. 


[Hooper] Nevertheless, that is somewhat less than a categorical 
assurance of their right to strike? 


[Godsell] No, the right to strike is absolute. We regret the fact 
that the NUM has urged its members to leave the mines. We 
think the grounds the NUM has offered its members for doing 
so are entirely fallacious anc almost cynical. You are talking 
about a labor force that works all over southern Africa. They are 
imposing on their members the cost of paying for their own 
transport home which would not eccur on a trip home that came 
as part of a leave cycle or, indeed, at the end of a contract of 
employ ment, and we think it is highly unnecessary and, indeed, 
we frankly think this is a ploy in order to lengthen the life of the 
strike. 


[Hooper] Well now, Mr Ramaphosa the leader of the NUM, has 
said that the reason why he ordered his members home was to 
avoid what he termed unnecessary bloodshed and he said employ- 
ers had failed to give assurances that the security forces would 
not be brought in to break the strike. Now, can you, on behalf of 
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Anglo American, give him that assurance on this program? 


{Godsell! Yes, absolutely, we can. Let us dea! with two separate 
issues. We are also profoundly concerned with violence and spoke 
with him on Friday about this very issue. We have done a joint 
study with the NUM about violence. There is no evidence 
whatsoever that management has ever used violence to break 
strikes. Violence has occurred when groups of employees wanting 
to strike have clashed with those who don’t want to strike. It is a 
difficult situation all over the world and we, certainly, said to the 
union and to our own employees that we give two assurances: 
Firstly, we would in no way use violence to force people to go to 
work. That was an absolute and categoric assurance and we 
suggested mechanisms whereby alleged infractions of that prom- 
ise could be monitored jointly by the union and management. 
Secondly, we gave the assurance to our employees that we would 
do all in our power to make it possible for people who wanted to 
work to continue to do so. You must recall that in our own group, 
NUM represents somewhere between 60 to 70 percent of our 
labor force. The balance of the 30 percent is a large number 
extending to tens of thousands of workers, and so, we do want to 
preserve a situation where those who wish to work are able to, 
but we gave a categorical assurance that we wouldn't use force 
to get people to go to work. 


{Hooper} That is obviously the position as far as Anglo American 
is concerned. Does it apply to all South Africa’s mining houses, 
because Mr Ramaphosa is also being quoted as saying four of his 
members were shot and injured by mine police last Thursday and 
that about 100 have been forced into a mine at gunpoint? 


[Godsell] Those particular allegations, to the best of my 
knowledge, did not occur on mines associated with Anglo Amer- 
ican. However, I would be very happy to say for the industry as 
a whole that the assurances that Mr Ramaphosa got from Anglo 
American, he would have got from the industry as a whole. [end 
recording] 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 8 Aug 
MB090619 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0617 GMT 9 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 9 SAPA — Following is the SA Police Public 
Relations Division unrest report: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported overnight. 


“At Bonteheuwel, near Cape Town, six coloured youths were 
arrested by the police after a stone-throwing incident. In a similar 
incident at Rocklands in Bloemfontein a black male and two 
youths were arrested.” 


9 Aug Unrest Report 
MB!00732 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0729 GMT 10 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Aug 10 SAPA — Here is the unrest report for 
yesterday issued by the South African Police Public Relations 
Division in Pretoria: 
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The following unrest related incidents were reported overnight: 


At Chesterville, near Durban, an unknown person fired a number 
of shots wounding two adult black males, both in their legs. The 
wounds are not serious. 


At Claremont, also near Durban, a private dwelling was dam- 
aged in a petrol bomb attack. 


At Bongulethu, near Oudtshoorn, a security force patrol was 
stoned by a group of blacks. The group was dispersed and an adult 
male arrested. 


In Boksburg North, members of the SAP arrested a black man 
on a criminal charge. A large mob which had gai..cicd freed the 
prisoner. When the policemen attempted to re-arrest him, they 
were stoned by the mob. Reinforcements arrived and a coloured 
woman and two black men were arrested. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 


7 Aug Press Review 
MB080545 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Sees Clark Visit as Meddling 
Johannesburg The Citizen in English for 7 August comments in 
a page 6 editorial on the pending visit by Canadian Foreign 
Minister Joe Clark. The paper claims that “Mr. Clark does not 
want to do anything here except meddle in our affairs, give 
comfort to the radicals, and boost Canada’s image of being in the 
forefront of the battle against apartheid. Canada has no reason 
to be holier than South Africa. Whereas South Africa’s blacks 
are advancing politically, culturally, socially, and economically, 
Canada’s Red Indians are still a deprived community.” “But we 
know from experience that countries like Canada shrug off their 
own racialistic tendencies and focus instead on South Africa’s 
problems.” 


STAR Notes Disparities in Sentencing 
Commenting on the sentence of six cane strokes given to a white 
youth for killing a black man, a page 1 2 editorial in Johannesburg 
The Star in English for 7 August argues that “the verdict 
inevitably raises questions about racial disparities in sentencing.” 
The paper notes that “youths far younger are in detention. Others 
have been given harsh prison sentences for stone throwing and 
other similar offenses.” The editorial concludes: “While we 
cannot condone any criminal act, we believe that in those cases, 
too, compassion would have been appropriate. To maintain a 
proper respect for the law and discourage interracial violence, 
justice must be seen to be done irrespective of colour.” 


Nothing To Fear From Clark Visit 
A second editorial on the same page comments on Pik Botha’s 
“exasperated” reaction to the visit by Canada’s Joe Clark. “If 
Mr. Clark is not big enough to bring down the government, then 
he’s not big enough to do any real harm. Treating him like Public 
Enemy No. | merely inflates his importance. Besides, if he’s 
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allowed in, there is always the remote chance that his preconcep- 
tions will be tempered.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Botha Overreacts to Clark 

A page 8 editorial in Johannesburg Business Day in English for 
7 August says “it is easy to understand Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha’s short temper — making or even keeping friends for South 
Africa is not an easy job. But does he have to make the task more 
difficult than it already is?” While there may be little point in 
the visit by Canadian Foreign Minister Joe Clark, since he is 
coming “there seems little point in insulting him by suggesting 
he may turn the trip into a ‘circus’. In using such terms, Botha is 
merely clouding already troubled waters.” 


CAPE TIMES Favors University Self-Discipline 
Commenting on the confrontation between the government and 
the liberal universities, an editorial on page 10 of Cape Town 
Cape Times in English for 6 August argues that the necessary 
firm action “should be taken by the universities themselves.” “It 
is ironic to find the government posing as the champion of 
freedom of speech while it bans and silences its opponents, puts 
clamps on the press and forbids open debate on vital political 
issues.” The government is using the recent campus disturbances 
as an excuse to “interfere in university affairs to an unprec- 
edented degree.” “Of course the disturbances at universities 
must be controlled and a proper academic atmosphere main- 
tained. But this is not the job of politicians, particularly at a time 
when liberal values are under fire from right and left alike.” 


Reports of Crackdown on Trade Unions ‘Alarming’ 

A second editorial on the same page finds reports that the 
government is preparing to crack down on militant trade unions 
“alarming.” Black trade unions “have become an integral part 
of South Africa’s industrial life.” They are subject to law, and 
there is no need for more legal restrictions. “If the government 
is silly enough to introduce new controls on black trade unions, 
it would be a clear demonstration that it is backtracking on 
reform. It would also be provocative at a time when South Africa, 
particularly the economy, can ill afford any further confronta- 
tion.” 


SOWETAN: Town Councils Mishandling Rent Problems 
“While we are told that the various town councils are 
autonomous, there is no doubt that they are unequal to the task 
of solving the rent boycott issue,” observes Johannesburg 
Sowetan in English on 7 August in a page 6 editorial. “The 
administrator of Tembisa...has decided to increase rent. This 
happens in the middle of a boycott that has cost the council 
millions of rands in rent arrears. This is an irresponsible attempt 
to get the council back into the black.” Soweto Mayor Ephraim 
Tshabalala “is collecting ‘service charges’ from residents who are 
also forced to pay into” the Sofasonke Party’s funds. People are 
then issued with “official receipts’ when they pay. “Mr 
Tshabalala has once again hit on a way to gain credibility among 
the thousands of people who are eager to rid themselves of the 
rent arrears issue. In the meantime he is building himself a 
comfortable constituency by getting those he assists to sign 
Sofasonke Party membership forms. There is just too much 
bungling about the rent issue. The government will have to step 
in even though the town councils are supposed to be 
autonomous.” 
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Lenasia Election Perpetuation of Apar‘*aeid 

“In this week’s by-election” for the House of Delegates in 
Lenasia, the “official” voter turnout was 16 percent, reports 
Ameen Akha!waya in the “Focus” column on the same page. 
Amichand Rajbansi won the seat. Such a turnout proves a few 
things. “The overwhelming majority of the ‘Indian’ electorate in 
Lenasia does not support Mr Rajbansi or the apartheid tri- 
cameral circus.” “About 80 percent of the total votes were cast 
by way of special votes (that is, not at the polling station on 
election day)....” “...Mr Rajbansi’s party was endorsed only by 7 
percent of the electorate.”” The SABC made much of Rajbansi’s 
triumph, but “did not tell us that at the weekend, United Demo- 
cratic Front affiliates attracted more than 1,000 people to an 
anti-election rally...” “It did not tell about the House of Del- 
egates supporters who went around to houses...demanding to 
know people’s names if they had not voted.” This all “proves yet 
again that the name of the apartheid game is minority rule.” 


Freedom of Speech Disseminates Vital Information 

“I do not care for the politics of Dr Denis Worrall or those of Mr 
Tamsanga Linda, but | believe they have the right to say what 
they like,” observes Joe Thloloe in his “Perspective” column on 
page 7. Disruptive incidents at the University of Cape Town this 
week surrounding scheduled speeches by these two men “are 
mere symptoms of an insidious disease that has crept into anti- 
apartheid politics in this country, the disease of arrogance and 
intolerance.” “To make decisions, to make informed choices, one 
needs information and open debate on the available information. 
We can prepare ourselves for liberation by practising democracy 
within our organisations and within our community.” “If we, the 
opponents of the National Party and its apartheid, adopt their 
tactics, we are merely reducing our struggle to the ridiculous.” 


CITY PRESS: Government Must Work With People on Rent 
** .we are happy about the news of the indefinite suspension of 
rent defaulting evictions” in Soweto, remarks Johannesburg City 
Press in English on 9 August [date as published] in its page 2 
editorial. “But no sooner had the dust settled in Soweto, when 
the Tembisa council announced that its rents are to be increased 
by R64.50 from September |.” “A question arises: Do township 
councils understand the art of diplomacy?” Central government 
“must stop its insistence on standing aloof from the very people 
over whom it exercises its powers.” 


8 Aug Press Review 
MB090424 [Editorial Report] 


STAR: Rent Boycotts Most Troublesome Issue 
“Which do you believe is the most burning issue facing the 
country?” asks Harvey Tyson in his “Undercurrent Affairs” 
column on page 10 of Johannesburg The Star in English on 8 
August. “We're talking about township rent evictions and the 
very real, very bitter perception of them that exists in Soweto and 
dozens more townships. The prob!=«m has been described...as the 
‘issue more likely to set off 1976-styie violence than anything in 
the past decade.” “This issue is highly emotive and has been 
allowed to become so politicised that...there are now two sets of 
truths and two perceptions which meet only at swords’ length.” 
The Soweto householder is “terrified of the Comrades who 
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prevent him paying even part of his rent to ensure the survival of 
his family” and “angry at the sight of ‘blackjacks’ raiding houses 
and throwing everyone...into the street on a bitterly cold night.” 
“The official view of this dilemma is quite different. Trouble- 
makers, it is assumed, have turned a perceived grievance into a 
political issue. They have demanded all sorts of irrelevant ideo- 
logical political concessions and are demanding official recogni- 
tion....”” “Officials say at least half of Soweto continues to pay its 
rent and rates, that revolutionaries are distorting the confusion 
about rents and newly separated and increased rates, to create 
bitterness.” “Unless the authorities listen [preceding word 
italicized] to the people’s views...the crisis is likely to grow 
worse...until it explodes.” 


PFP Should Bide Its Time 

“The gloom in the PFP is very real,” observes John Patten in 
“The Independent” on the same page. "’...the prospects for politi- 
cal resurgence of the erstwhile Official Opposition party in the 
Assembly are rated by the party’s own protagonists as dim for 
the moment.” “MPs from the party admit the morale of their 
parliamentary team is low and that strategies for the future have 
not yet come together.” “Though the party’s analysts are still 
bewildered by the way their confident plans...fell apart at the 
polls in May, Nationalist and Conservative opponents attribute 
it to unrealistic expectations for a policy of dialogue and consen- 
sus in a political climate where white sentiment has been affected 
by violence and polarisation.” “Besides possible retirements by 
aging party heavyweights, some feel those on the Left of the party 
caucus may again be considering the Slabbert option, but the role 
for white moderates in that sphere may be under threat of 
restriction.” “In spite of the unfavourable present political cli- 
mate for the PFP, the party should take a longer view of its 
prowess and place in politics.” “As in the past, white opinion goes 
in phases of defensiveness and of realisation that accommodation 
of black aspirations inevitably has to take place.” 


Worrall Advocates Negotiation Efforts 
** there is no doubt in my mind that the great majority” of South 
Africans “want peaceful change,” declares Denis Worrall in a 
column on the same page. “They are tired of being treated as 
pariahs and outcasts.” “...the most important” consideration “is 
how quickly and smoothly we can realise this vision.’ “But there 
is a dangerous fatalism among both blacks and whites. Although 
they reject violence, to many blacks violence seems inevitable.” 
“There is a similar fatalism among whites. Our fellow black 
South Africans seem so unreasonable.” “And given the strength 
of the South African state and the army, perhaps the best thing 
is just to sit on the lid.” Despite this, however, “the political 
debate within white South Africa no longer turns on specific 
proposals, but around procedures for finding answers.” “Whites 
are saying that an exclusive reliance on extra-parliamentary 
process is unacceptable; and Blacks are saying that an exclusive 
reliance on a negotiating process within existing institutions is 
unacceptable.” “The Independent movement has, therefore, 
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been launched to sell the concept of an open-ended, all-inclusive 
negotiation process to all communities, organisations and lead- 
ers.” “That is the one track. On the other track we are actually 
trying to implement this process of negotiation.” 


No ‘Public’ to Judge Dakar 

“According to sources close to my grandmother...the public will 
deliver its judgment on the Dakarites in its own time,” reports 
Barney Mthombothi in “All Things Considered” on page 11 of 
The Star. “They had no business being where they were, neither 
had they any business saying they were Afrikaners.” “That's 
ridiculous, of course. But that’s the level to which the debate has 
sunk. It’s revealing, however, how the term ‘public’ has been 
used, misused, abused and manipulated in the process.” “In a 
fractured society like South Africa, can we talk of a public, in 
the political sense, as a recognisable entity?” “The public has not 
spoken yet. It will only be recognisable the day men and women 
are finally restored their right to determine their own destiny.” 


WEEKLY MAIL: Local Negotiations Succeeding 
“polarisation is escalating and...prospects for negotiation 
between the key political adversaries have never been bleaker,” 
opines Steven Friedman in his “Worm’s Eye View” column on 
page |! of Johannesburg The Weekly Mail in English for 7-13 
August. “To say that prospects for negotiation and compromise 
are dimming seems merely to state the obvious. But the ‘obvious’ 
might not be quite as obvious as it seems. To be sure, a national 
settlement of our political conflict is not even remotely in pros- 
pect. But pressure for more localised negotiation still exists and 
may well be growing.” There have been successful negotiations, 
for example, in the Eastern Cape townships and between the 
government and the National Education Crisis Committee. “It 
is also worth noting that the negotiating processes which suc- 
ceeded were never initiated by the white ‘establishment.’ They 
happened when black groups, realising that they were not strong 
enough to wield power without negotiation, sought talks. The 
‘establishment,’ realising it could not eliminate them, agreed.” 
“Because these talks were blackminitiated, black groups could 
enter them with less risk to their credibility...” “All this might 
explain why national talks aren't on the agenda. Government 
initiatives such as the National Council have been rejected 
because black groups never asked for them...."" The government 
strategy “is an alternative to negotiation — it seeks to ‘neutralise 
the militants.” This “will not ensure stability unless it reimposes 
credible local government in the townships — after all, the troops 
can't run them forever.” A “solution is unlikely unless the 
authorities negotiate with credible local leaderships.” “These are 
now only straws in the wind — the pro-negotiation lobby faces 
substantial opposition within the government. But they may well 
offer a far more realistic hope of beginning negotiation than any 
of the high-profile national initiatives.” 
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BURKINA FASO 


Soviet Delegation Attends 4 Aug Celebration 
ABO70625 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 6 Aug 87 


[Text] The celebration of the fourth anniversary of the revolution 
enabled Burkina Faso to strengthen its bonds of friendship and 
fraternity with many countries. In fact, more than 20 foreign 
delegations, including that of the Soviet Union, attended the 4 
August festivities. The Soviet delegation was led by Comrade 
Yuriy Manayenkov, member of the CPSU Central Committee 
and Supreme Soviet, and first secretary of the party committee 
of the Lipetsk Region. The delegation took advantage of its stay 
to view a number of revolutionary achievements including the 
Burkina Faso flour mill, the Sosuco [Comoe Sugar Company], 
many housing units, and the various media organs of our country. 
After visiting the premises of the National Radio Corporation, 
Issiaka Kourouma interviewed the head of the delegation on his 
impressions of the festivities marking the 4 August celebration. 


[Begin recording} [Manayenkov in Russian followed by French 
translation] We are returning to the Soviet Union with very good 
impressions of the festivities that marked the anniversary of the 
4 August revolution. In our opinion, the festivities have clearly 
demonstrated the aspirations of the Burkinabe people in follow- 
ing the path of progressive changes and in the unity existing 
between the leadership and Burkinabe people. In other words, we 
attended inspiring and revolutionary festivities. 


{[Kourouma] You certainly know about the Burkinabe revolution. 
Can you also give us your impressions about it? 


[Manayenkov] In the Soviet Union we have been following the 
changes in Burkina Faso with great interest and sympathy. We 
also support the aspirations of the Burkinabe people in consoli- 
dating their independence and in improving the economic sit- 
uation by following the path of progressive changes. We have 
noted that contacts between the CPSU and the CNR and 
bilateral relations have been developed. During our visit to the 
Soviet Union [as heard] we had the opportunity to become 
acquainted with the realities of your country, and we noted that 
you are working hard here. The 4 August revolution continues to 
achieve good results. In conclusion, these are our impressions of 
the festivities and the revolution. [end recording] 


Sankara Receives Delegation Head 
ABO080920 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] The head of state, Captain Thomas Sankara, this morning 
received the Soviet delegation attending the festivities of the 
fourth anniversary of the revolution. After the meeting, Yuriy 
Manayenkov, member of the CPSU Central Committee and 
head of the delegation, made the following statement to the press: 


[Begin Manayenkov recording in Russian fading into French 
translation] Our discussions concerned the relations between the 
CPSU and the CNR, and we noted that these relations have 
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developed harmoniously. We also discussed issues relating to 
economic cooperation and, similarly, we noted that cooperation 
in bilateral relations is developing. We will return to the Soviet 
Union with very good impressions of our visit to Burkina Faso. I 
think that during the festivities that took place in Bobo Dioulasso, 
the workers of your country showed their strong conviction to 
achieve all CNR objectives. These festivities demonstrated the 
unity existing between the leadership and the Burkinabe people. 


We visited some industrial enterprises as wel! as year II and year 
III housing units [housing units built to mark respective anniver- 
saries of the 4 August revolution} We have also had many 
contacts with specialists in various sectors of your country’s 
economy. [end recording] 


GHANA 


90 Policemen Dismissed for Disrupting Exams 
ABO72025 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] Ninety police constables have been dismissed from the 
police service for misconducting themselves during the recent 
promotion examination. A statement by the police administra- 
tion today explained that the constables were tried under the 
provisions of the Police Service Act and found guilty on two 
counts of misconduct and exhibiting disorderly acts which are 
prejudicial to good order and discipline in the service. The 
statement recalled that last month, a few police constables 
attempted to disrupt the conduct of examinations for constables 
at three centers in Accra through the use of force, but the police 
administration succeeded in bringing the situation under control. 


LIBERIA 


Minister Warns Against Press Freedom Abuse 
ABO081225 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1110 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Text] The information minister, Emmanuel Bowier, has warned 
journalists against the abuse of press freedom in this country. He 
said the kind of reports which appeared in the local media in 
recent times do not augur well for press freedom in Liberia. 
Minister Bowier made the statement yesterday at the Informa- 
tion Ministry when he addressed journalists from media institu- 
tions in the country. He observed that there was no country in 
Africa or anywhere in the Third World which enjoys the level of 
press freedom enjoyed in Liberia and admonished journalists not 
to misuse this freedom. 


Minister Bowier also warned journalists who, he said, receive 
money from individuals only to make others look bad in these 
reports, and said such journalists will be weeded out of the 
profession by the ministry. 


Speaking about non-Liberian practicing journalists in Liberia, 
Minister Bowier charged that some of these journalists were 
using press freedom as a camouflage to project their countries’ 
hostility against Liberia. The minister said while government 
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welcomes any (? journalist) to the country, the Information Min- 
istry will be constrained to take stern action against those who 
do not feel good without tension in the Liberian society. Minister 
Bowier then disclosed that the Ministry of Information will begin 
to accredit journalists in the country as of | September, based on 
qualificationsand good conduct. 


5 Commerce Ministry Employees Dismissed 
AB08 1218 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] The commissioner for insurance at the Ministry of Com- 
merce, Industry, and Transportation, Benjamin T. Collins, and 
four other employees of the ministry, John Jackson, Wolle Wil- 
liams, George Washington, and Miss Florence Lawson, have 
been dismissed. An Executive Mansion press release issued this 
afternoon said they were dismissed for inciting workers to mob 
action during the (?changing) over ceremony at the Commerce 
Ministry yesterday. The release emphasized that ministers of 
government [words indistinct] at the will and pleasure of the 
president of Liberia who is constitutionally empowered to appoint 
or dismiss them whenever he sees fit. The release concluded that 
[words indistinct] to all officials and government employees and 
the public to take note of this in government subsequently. 


Meanwhile, further investigations into the incident continue. 


NIGERIA 


Babangida, Chissano Review Bilateral Ties 
ABO8 | 254 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 8 Aug 87 


[Text] Talks were held in Abuja yesterday between Nigeria and 
Mozambique on various issues of common interest. The Mozam- 
bican delegation was led by President Joaquim Chissano, who 
arrived in Abuja early yesterday on a | -day state visit to Nigeria. 
The Nigerian team was led by President Ibrahim Babangida. 


In a speech, President Babangida said that Nigeria had taken a 
lot of interest in Mozambique since President Chissano assumed 
the mantle of leadership. Nigeria, he said, admired President 
Chissano’s efforts and the heroic struggle of the people of 
Mozambique. President Babangida promised Nigeria's contin- 
ued support and cooperation in all fields to enable the two 
countries to achieve their objectives either on bilateral or on the 
continental (?areas). President Babangida noted that although 
the visit was a short one, a breakthrough had been achieved and 
a lot of far-reaching decisions could be taken during the period. 


In his response, President Chissano noted that cooperation 
between Nigeria and Mozambique dated back to the struggle for 
independence in his country. Mozambique, he said, enjoyed the 
support of the people of Nigeria and that Nigeria's role in the 
struggle for his country’s independence was both diplomatic and 
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economic. He stated that Nigeria's stand on the southern Africa 
issues was unquestionable. 


President Chissano stated that though his visit was very short, it 
was very important because Africa was passing through a very 
difficult period. He remarked that even if the two leaders met for 
2 minutes, it would have gone a long way to strengthen their unity 
and find solutions to Africa's problems which he said were 
twofold. These are the continuation of colonialism as portrayed 
by apartheid, and the debt problem, which was provoxed by a 
bad international economic situation and natura! calamities like 
drought. President Chissano thanked Nigeria for her recent 
support in sending equipment to reinforce Mozambique’s 
defense. 


Meanwhile, the Mozambican leader has arrived in Lagos from 
Abuja where he held discussions with President Ibrahim Baban- 
gida on matters of common interest and the political situation in 
South Africa. President Chissano told airport correspondents 
yesterday that his visit was to thank Nigeria for her contribution 
in the destabilization of apartheid in South Africa. He said his 
visit would also afford him the opportunity to strengthen the 
existing friendly relations between the two countries. President 
Chissano said the South African people had intensified their 
liberation stuggle against the racist regime and that changes in 
the region would only come from within the people. 


The Mozambican leader said everyone had to fight against the 
evils of apartheid because it was a crime against humanity. 
Mozambique, he said, has been supporting liberation move- 
ments, not only militarily but politically, diplomatically, and 
economically. 


On the death of the former Mozambican leader, he said investi- 
gations were still on to determine the actual cause of his death. 


He was received on arrival by the Chief of General Staff, Rear 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu; the air officer commanding Logis- 
tics Command, Air Vice Marshal Nura Imam; and other govern- 
ment officials. 


Unions in Cross River State Call Off Strike 
ABO7 2223 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 7 Aug 87 


[Text] The 2-day old industrial action by public servants in Cross 
River State has been called off. The action was called off today 
following the meeting between Governor Ibim Princewell and the 
leaders of the industrial unions whose six members were involved. 
Commander Princewell said measures have been taken to fore- 
stall a future occurrence. Major areas of dispute include the 
nonpromotion of officers who had been stagnated for more than 
20 years, the nonrestoration of fringe benefits, and the refund of 
the National Economic Recovery Fund as directed by the Fed- 
eral Government. 
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